TIN 


MMM. 


| 


Aaalaalaaduadlaadludludludluaduaue 


2 


. 
8 


= 
% * ” © * 9 
. 2 ” . ® — — 8 * 4. 1 
F 1 


READEFUL FIꝑE 


Which began in Than fro, ou Fifi 
Jaun 13th. 


Hy JohN EVANS 


*.4/* 


— - 
as * 
8 
— — — | 
2 
* 
4; — 
= a» 
J 
a 4 
: 
4-4 
9 * 
. 
my 


> LONDON 
inte“ br Jon CLARK, at the Bible ** Crown 
in 2 58. ts near the a. . 


. & l 
—_— — p oo, 2 _— cg uf — 


„ 


— 
1 
2 


. 
4 39 225 
Aa 
y * 
- ut 
„ 
1 
Pros . = 
* 
? 
9 * 


An wo weÞc  X.+2'u 


35 


* 


„ wes. wn. - 


„* 


* 
* 


WV 


2 


by 


. , « N * 
2 by = » 
bl * * * 5 Tx - + „ „ «7, 
I 1 ” 4 1 15 11 , ; 
9 
5 * 
3 % & . 4 5 : , - 
£3 I C H — # 3 : & * w# + . 
A Az . * 
. # 1 
89 \ " # 4 - N 2 —— 


The LO R D. Voice cri- 
eth unto the City; and the 


Man an of Wiſdom' ſball ſee 


thy Name: hear ye the 
Read, and who hath Ae 


4 it. Then 1 a 


theſs Words of the Prophet 
J would beſpeak your Pious 
Attention to that auful Warn- 
ing of Divine Providence 
=: which has ſo lately filfd your 
Thoughts, ſince Go p has 


Mich 


| === now made them applicable to 
| Le 0 to Feruſalem. x 
Txt general Scope of this Book is given us 
in the Title prefix d to the whole Prophecy, 
__ i. 1. Thy N LORD hon wands 10 


* 5 — . 
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Micah The Moraſthite i» the D - of 
Ahaz and Hezekiah, Kings 3 
EK concerning Samaria eru = Wang 


Xi. 3, 4. of the Woke And his Son Hezekiah one of 


the brighteſt Characters in the Jewiſh Hiſtory. 
Such a difference of Times Gop's Miniſters as 
well as othervare my to * thto' - 


Tun 
tha Sum, f or princ 
chat Micah had in 


ial Pare of the Meſſages 
miffion, 'we'find an in- 
termiiture of Promiſes and Thceatnirigs, In 
the worſt Times he had Comfort to preach to 
the Righteons : And im the Beft wal charg d 
with melancholy Tidings to ill n 2 


Tux Subjects to which his prop y mainly 
relates, were Samaria and Feruſalem: The Ca- 

ital Cities of the two Kingdoms of Iſrael and 

«dab'after the Diviſion of the Tribes; which 
made the principal Figure, and had the main 
Influence i in both Nations. 


Tur Text feems particular ae at fe 
* In the preceding 5 bo. 


phet deſcribes a Siege, nz Jie, the a 27 
— Iſrael ſhould be ſmitten with a Rod upon Fudge 

Which feems to agree beſt kk that that Siege of 

1 » Kings 5405 nſalem by the King of Babyloy, which it- 
„ &c. ſu d in I to King Zedekiahb _ 


| 5 — — ——— _—_— 
Ay 9 ? 
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File late Dreadſel fire: 5 „ 
Ks Fama, AE * 


Sead of fo 


their ungrateſul and difinge nuous Returns for Ver; 
ancient Favours of Providence. Hereupon 5. : + 
| et ſuppaſes them touchid with fome 
that there was a ne- 
ceſſity of taking up this Controverſy. There- 

they caſt about in their Minds how the 
ſhould make their Peace; wherewith rbey J Ver. 6, 7. 
the bigh:GOD ? In return to thisEnmquiry, we 
own Thought upon it, a rophers 
expreſs  Anfwerc. They were ſenſible fome- - 
thing muſt be done; but their AﬀeRion ta 
their Sins made any Expedient occur more 
readily than the right Courſe whidh chey 

ought to take, of fincere Repentance and Re- 

y formation. Shil I come hefore him with Burns- 


Ge me WY EWHW] ag, 


OPT os 


* offerings, with Culwes of a year. old? Mul the o 
h ten thouſands of Rivers of Oil? Shall I give muy | | 
a | Fe for my ner the fruit of 79 Body 1 

for the Sin of my Soul? If External & Cxremo- 1 


. ERR, Fo * uw 
* wanting. ir Sins may ard, t 1 
* can be content to make Commutation for — j 
of at the greateſt Expence, But the Prophet in- 

b. ſtructs them better, and ſhews them the only 

ff effectual Way to avert God's Diſpleaſure. He ver. g. 
* bath ſhewed thee, O man, what is good ; and what 
d doth the LORD require of thee, but 10 do job, 
18 1 | 
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and to love mercy, and to 3 walk bumbly'with thy 
GOD? 1 | 29. 0:1 014 


To ſecond this Inſtruction and incline them 
to comply with it, he adds, as in the Text, 
The LORD's Voice crieth to th City, c. © Tam 
not only ſent to guide you in the right way, 
© but as à Herald to declare War againſt you 
ce if you refuſe Inſtruction: - And Gop's Voice 
« ſpeaks aloud to Feruſalem in that ſore Cala- 
«© mity I have been commiſſion d to fœtetel. 


AND the Man of Wiſdom ſhall ſee thy Name. 
The Prophet in a otional Strain turning 
his Addreſs from Feruſalem to Gor, expreſſes 
his Confidence, that ſome would take the 
Warning, would confider and adore God in it. 
In the Original tis only —— 7#3{dom ſhall: ſee 
thy Name. True Wiſdom willinfallibly direct 
to this, and all that are under the Conduct of 
it will aciually be led to Gop by the Warn- 
ing or by the Providence. And in the Appre- 
-henfion he might have of Unſuccefsfulnefs 
wich many, this was a Relief to him, that he 
could hope in Gop he ſhould not altogether 
labour in vain, but that H3ſdom would be juſti- 
fed of ber Children. a 


AND therefore he returns to his Duty as 
God's Meſſenger, to deliver a general Exhor- 
ration to all, whether they would hear, or 
whether they would forbear. Hear ye the Rod, 
and who bath appointed it. , 


T SHALL briefly ſet before you the Sum of 
the Text ima DoQrinal Way, and then apply 
the whole particularly to our prefent Circum- 
ſtances. I. Tae 


: the late Dreadful Fire. 7 


41 
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— * Fa 
eminent manner. cries to a City. 


124 io sinn I einer, 
Sop ſpeaks to Mankind by his Word, and 


by his Works. When Wiſdom cries, and Under- prov. yin. 


fanding puts forth her Voice ; when ſhe cries at the , 3. 
Gates, at the entry f # City, at the coming in at 

the Doors: When the Inſtructions of Truth and 
Duty, the Promiſes and Threatnings contained 

in the Hgly Scriptures are frequently and ſo- 
lemnly puBliſh'd by God's Miniſters to a Peo- 
ple; They ought to conſider Gop as ſpeaking 

to them Words whereby they may be ſav'd.. 
Feruſalem of old had that Advantage beyond 

any other Place in the World. God ed his PC cxlvii. 
Word unto Jacob, bis Statutes and bu Fudgments 19, 20. 
unto Iſrael. He hath not dealt ſo with any Nati- 

2 and as for bi Fudgmenti, they have not known 

Them. | 7 


Tu Works of Gon are another Way 
whereby He expreſſes Himſelf and his Mind 
to us. By theſe He ſpeaks where the Sound 
of his Word has never reach'd, ſo as to leave 
the Nations leaſt privileg d without Excuſe. 
The ſtanding Wonders of Creation and Pro-- 
vidence, reach to all Times and Places: There Pl. xix. 
* no Speech nor Language, where their Voice u not 3, 4. 
heard. . Their Line « gone out thro all the Earth, | 
and their Words to the End of the World. But 
while theſe claim univerſal Attention, there 
are Peculiarities of Providence by which Gon 
ſpeaks with a ſpecial ' Emphaſis to particular 
Perſons or Places. Sometimes in a Language 
of Grace, leading Ingenuity to Repentance, 
when He prevents Men with the Bleflings of 
Goodneſs, At other Times in a Language of 


Terror, 


* 
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Evi #0 come, br 


Terror, by fad Prefages 


by the Judgments. which He- execuves. ' And 


frequently@here is a Mixture of both together; 
ſo that thoſe who obſerve his Wooks, mult g 


of Merey and of en 


Job. V. 27, 
Marg. 


Am. iv. 7. 


ſtronger Impreſſion to receive Good by ity and 


Tun Voicwof GD; iv to crmmmkabdy bey 
loud in ſome laſtances above others. Whew 
the Mercies, ov the Calamities, ave very guat 


and importame ; when che Agence Nori 
dence in them is apparent in an URCUrmmow 
Degree, it muſt be dee pidity indeed, ( 
remain inſenſible of it F üer © 


Bur te whom is this Voice 47 D. 
City, fays the Prophet. Now——- .* 


1. 'T n18-beſpeaks 2 peculiar Direction of 
it to one Place rather than another. That dis 
evidently pointed with a Mark of Diſtinction 
to that Cuy. Indeed all that hear of an awful 
Providence, ſkould think themfelves fo far con- 
cern d in it as to take Warning. But there is 
a ſpecial Accent attending i, with reference 
to ſuch as are touch d immediately by it. That 
which comes neareſt home to us we are to look 
upon as meant efpecially for us. In this Cafe 
Providence itſelf applies the Warning, and 
calls us to know i for ourſelves. When Gon 
ſingles out a Place for the Scene of His Judg-- 
ments, and rs- others am Exemption x 
when He cauſes it to Raiw apm one-City for ity 
neceſſary Refreſhment, but »ot to rais up aw- 
other, where it is equally want& ; certainly” 
the Sufferers are more immediately call'd to be 
Learners. They have the Advantage of a 


erer 
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therefore muſt be the more ĩnexcuſable if they OE 


refuſe . to hear. Tis therefore one of the 

eateſt Aggravations of Obſtinacy in a Sin- 
ful Courſe, if we ourſelves have found the 
Bitterneſs of it by our own Experience. Thou 
baſt ftrirken them, (ſays the Prophet,] but they 
have not grieved.; thou baſt conſumed them, but 
#bey have refuſed to receive Corretion :'. they have 
madetbeir Faces harder than a Rock, they have refu- 


Jer. v. 1. 


fed to return. If the Stroke then is directed to one 


City more than another, ſo in proportion is 
God's Voice by it. Eſpecially this will be 
apparent, if tis not only diſtinguiſh'd from o- 
thers by a ſingle Stroke, but one Judgement is 
{ent after another principally to alto that 
Place. Let on the other hand, 


2. Tais may import a general Admonition 
deſign d by it to all in that Place. All the Ci- 
ty may not be equally affected in the Calami- 
* and yet Gop's Voice cry to all the City. 
s in Puniſhments by the Hand of Civil Ju- 
ſtice, ſo in thoſe by the immediate Hand 
of Gop, the End is, That all the people may 
bear and fear, and do no more preſumptuouſly. In 
National judgements, tho every particular 
Perſon may not have an immediate Share in 
them, yet GoD ſpeaks to the whole Commu- 
nity. And within the narrower Circuit of a 
City, God's Voice has {till a louder Cry to all 
there; eſpecially in ſome Circumſtances, If 
the Calamity is very great and extenſive, tho 
it ſpreads not univerſally -;. if it reaches far, 
tho ſeveral eſcape : If the Danger and Terror 
were general, tho Gop in Sovereign Mercy 
prevented the Fears of Many ; this certainly 
carries a Voice in it to All. Thoſe that are 
9 1 | B paſt 


Deut. 


xvii. 1 37 
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: .. paſt over themſelves, may have hadRelations, 
or particular Friends and Acquaintance am 


| — 7 9ꝗ —.j _ * 1 : 4 
will engage to Sympathy with them, ſo 

Þ binds under the Religious Obligations of the 
| Providence. Or the Generality of a City ma 


be affected in the Conſequences of a Deſola 
on, tho they did not immediately feel it. If 
2 large Stock of the Conveniences of Life is 


| 

confum'd, tis a general Loſs, and felt by all 

| Ranks of People. If a Man of Subſtance who 
(| delighted to do good in his Place, be reduc'd 
in to an Incapacity for farther Benefactions 
_—- many will feel the Hand of Gop, and ſhould 
= . hear his Voice. If many Families are ftrip'd 
of All, and brought down from proſperous 
* Circumſtances to a low Condition, Humanity 
and Chriſtianity make them Objects of Com- 
| paſſion and Relief to the reſt. And thus 
Gop's Hand laid on part of a City will ſpeak 
to the whole. Q 


I rROCEED to the ſecond Branch of the Text. 


II. WñEN Gopꝰs Voice cries to a City, thoſe 
that are truly Wiſe will ſee his Nam 8 
SomErixs thoſe that have been ſtupid 
and inſenſible before, have been awaken d by 
ſurprizing Providences, to bethink themſelves 
to regard the Operations of Gop's Hands, and 
give Glory to his Name. And abundant Rea- 
on they have for it. From the Nature and 
_ Tendency of the Thing, one would hope, 
Ifa. avi. that when GOD's Tudgments are in the Earth, 
9 the Inbabitants of the World will learn Righteouſ- 


4. 


„or | ww nos. i 


— 


© & = 2. Ser rob HD WAY 


* 


Bur 


—— ” 


8 


7 x 


n 


=] 


d 


I. They'll diſcern and acknowledge Gov's 
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ef the late Dreadful Fire. 11 


Bur * ſhews that che moſt 2 

wakening Providences are not ſufficient . to 

Touze all out of their Stupidity. Many will 

ſtill be Ty Frophans and. Inconſiderate, 
ec cel the Judgments of Gov. 

"Tis an Obſervation that holds true of the Ge- 


tho' they ſee and 


* 


nerality in all Ages, GOD ſpeaketh once, yes Job. 
twice; yet man foyer it not. There are xxxii14 


ſuch Fools that tho they ſpould be brayed in a mor- Pro,, 
ary jet wil nar hes Fill, dhe Fo i 


GOD's Hand is lifted up, they will not ſee, 


Bor whatever others do, thoſe that are tru- 
ty Wite, that duly conſider Things, that ſuffer 
themſelves to be govern'd by Reaſon, and con- 
ſult their own Intereſts, will ſee Gon's 


Name in his Providences ; they Il perceive it, 


and mind it, and give Him the Glory of it. 5. e. 


Hand therein. They'll ſee bis Name, 1. e. 
They'll diſcern Gop in all. The Name of 
God in Scripture: often ſignifies Gon himſelf. 
Moſt People ſuffer their Thoughts to dwell 


only on the Events themſelves, or the viſible 


Joftruments and Means of them, and 

not their Eye to the great Spring that ſets all 
going. They live without GOD in the World. 
Or it they coldly acknowledge a Concern of 


Providence in the matter, they lay little ſtreſs 


upon it, 'tis not the main Thing they mind, 


And the Reaſon is, they aregovern'd by Senſe; 

They look in this Caſe as in all others, mainly at 
that which is ſeen. But he that is truly Wiſe, 
in all Events will ſee Him that is inviſile : Hell Heb, xi; 
- diſcern and mainly fix the Eye of his Mind up- 27 


on an unſeen Hand of Providence ordering 
5 2 and 
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Ami. 6, 


Iſa. x.5,7. 


and directing the whole. This will be upper- 


o 


moſt in his Thoughts, I; there Evil in a City, 
and the LOR D has not done it? Where Men 
act a vile and unjuſt Part in contributing to it, 
and it is in their Heart from a Principle of Cru- 
elty and Ambition to deſtroy and cut off all they 
can; yet they are the Rod of GOD's Anger, and 
the Staff in their Hand is his Indignation. As to 
any Deſign of Men, the Calamity may be al- 
together Caſual and Fortuicous ; but that 
which we call Chance, is entirely under the 
Regulation of Providence. A Sparrow falls 
not to the Ground without our Father. Tho it 
ſhould have its Riſe in ſecond Cauſes from 
meer Negligence and Careleſſneſs; yet a Su- 
perior Being has even that under his Manage- 
ment and Direction to ſerve his Purpoſes. 
Good Men live in the Belief of the Univerſal 
Government of Gor, and therefore mainly 


reſpect that in all Events. 


2. THEY'LL endeavour to diſcern thoſePerfe- 
ctions which Gop diſplays in his Works, and 
give him the Glory of them. They will ſee bis 
Name, i.e. his Glory; the Diſcoveries He de- 
ſign'd to make of Himſelf in a particular Pro- 
vidence. Since they conſider Gop as the Su- 
preme Agent, they know he acts like himſelf, 
and worthy of himſelf, andtherefore will give 
him the Glory due to his Name as He has cho- 

en to manifeſt his Excellencies. Has he made 
is mighty Power known, in the irreſiſtible 
orce of his Judgments, or in preſſing into his 
ervice either reaſonable Creatures, or inſen- 


ible Elements for the Accompliſhment of his 
ill? It will leave this Impreſſion deep upon 
their Souls, Great is our LORDand of great Pe- 
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er. If his Hand in outward Diſtreſſes has 


fallen promiſcuouſly upon the Evil and the 


Good, and many greater Offenders are ſpar' d, 


while Uſeful and Upright Men are involv'd in 
2 Deſolation ; thoſe that are Religiouſly Wiſe 
will Adore Divine Sovereignty, and acknow- 
ledge that Gop is not oblig'd to give Account 
of bis Matters. As far as they can diſcover the 
Offences which pav'd the Way to a Judgment, 
ny will give Glory to Gop by Confeſſion, 


ſay, Thou art Fuſt in all that is brought upon Nechem; 
us; for thou haſt done right, but we have done ix. 33. 


wic ted y. And when his Providences are My- 
ſterious, they'll maintain this as a certain Con- 


cluſion, Righteous art thou, O LORD, tho they x,, ii. i. 


may adventure with Humility t0 plead with 
Him. And while Others may overlook the 
Mercy intermix'd with Judgment, they'll glo- 
rify this indearing Attribute in the ſeveral In- 
ſtances of it, which they can obſerve. T hey 
reckon themſelves leſs than the leaſt of Gop's 
Mercies, and therefore would not ſuffer any of 


them to be leſt in Forgetfulneſs. They'll a- 


dore Him as in Wrath remembring Mercy, and as 
puniſhing leſs than their Iniquities deſerve. Every 
gracious Allay, every ſeaſonable Support, any 


Comfort continu'd, when others are with- 


drawn, will be aſcrib'd to Sovereign Mercy. 
Tavs will they ſee his Name. And now--- 


II. Tis the Duty of all to hear the Rod, 
and who has appointed it. 


FO hear the Rod, i. e. to mind it as that which 
claims their Attention. We are not to de- 


| Jpiſe the ebaſtening of the LORD. Heb. xii. 5. 


When 


* 
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When Evils are in proſpect, pro hane Men 
are ready to ſlight them, 2— they are 
- apprehended at a Diſtance; as the Houſe 
of Iſrael treated Exckie!'s Meſſage, ſaying, The 
Ezek. xii, / Hin that be ſees, is for many Days to came, and 
27. be propheſieth of the Times that are far off. And 
when Judgments are inflicted, many are ftu- 
pid e to care for none of theſe Things, 
unleſs they feel chem directly themſelves : They 
regard not the Work of the LORD, neither comſi- 
IG. v. 12. 47 the Operation of bis Hands. But it concerns 
1 v. "2- us ſeriouſly to apply our Thoughts to the Pro- 

vidences we are under. And thereupon — 


To endeavour to diſcover what Go p 
would inſtruct us in thereby. The Rod and 
Reproof go together : And we ſhould ſtrive to 
find out what Go intends eſpecially to 
teach us by a particular Correction. What co 
Sins he chiefly bears Teſtimony againſt ; what | thi 
Duties He would excite us to practice; what I thi 

G 

of 
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Light we may receive from it for our Afliſt- 
ance and Conduct in our Courſe. | 


Ax p in conſequence of this, we are calld | vo 
to comply with the Deſign of Go therein, | foi 
as far as we can diſcover it: To hear the Rod ex 
with an obedient Ear. Hearing is often in Scri- EY 
pture taken for Obedience, and ſo we muſt 
certainly underſtand it here, All our Atten- 
tion is in order to this. | 


BrT that which is to give the Rod its Weight 
and Efficacy, is, the Conſideration who has ap- 
pointed it. Under the Authority and Influence 
of this Thought, 'tis like to do us Good, and 
not otherwile When we think that von 
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A the late Dreadful Fire. 


Correction of One that does nothing in vain, 
but always ads for wiſe Ends; we ſhall fee 
Reaſon to enquire, #herefore He contends with 
#:? Since tis the Diſcipline of a"Holy Go p, 
the great Deſign of it muſt be to'declare War 
againſt Sin, and bring us to Repentance. If 
He has undoubted- Authority for all that He 
does; his Voice is not to be made light of. E- 
ſpecially if we take inthe Benignity and Good- 
will of Him that appoints our Lot, who uſes 
not ſo much as 2 Rod, when there is no Occa- 
ſion for it; and if that be neceſſary, chuſes it 
rather than a Sword, as long as there is hope 
of a good Effect by it. Under ſuch Apprehen- 
ſions as theſe, a Senſe both of Duty and Inte- 
reſt will command our Attention. 1 


PROVIDENCE now leads us by the late 
Conſuming Fire to a particular Application of 
this general Diſcourſe. Tis no ſmall Part of 
the Duty of Miniſters, to explain and ſecond 
Go D's Voice in his Works by the Inſtructions 
of his Word; when Go p's Voice cries, they 
ought to'cry aloud, and not ſpare; and endea- 
vourto ſpeak « Word in ſeaſon. Allow me there- 
fore, in the Order of the Text, to aſſiſt and 


excite you to the Improvement of this Awful 
Event: | | 


r. Go p's Voice herein, plainly cries to 
this City. This City eminently,. which has 
been the Scene of ſo great a Deſolation. We 
have ſcarce got over another unuſual Viſitati- 
on, which has principaſly affected this City 
and the Parts adjacent, Go p's more imme- 
diate Stroke upon the Cattle. Sure the Call 


of that has not been minded as it ought, when 
a for 


— — 


— — — 
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1}... for all 1 we ſee. GOD's Anger i not turned 
| 6 . away, but his Hand is ſtretebed out ſtill. When 
133k this new Arrow is pointed at us,there can be no 
. room for a Doubt to whom Go b ſpeaks. And 
15 tho He has not made our City one entire 
| Heap and Ruin, yet we are all concern'd in 
1 | the Admonition. The devouring Flames have 
1 never been ſuffer d to make ſo great a Con- 
ll ſumption here, ſince Go * Popiſh 
| Treachery and Cruelty to lay the great- 
| 


In 1666. eſt Part of it in Aſhes. What a Heap of 

ö Rubbiſh appears, where ſtood the other Day 
1 many pompous Dwellings, and rich Store- 
f houſes! What a Collection of valuable Mer- 
3 chandizes for the ſupply of foreign Traffick or 
the Conveniencies of Life at home, have been 

. made Fuel to the Flames, or are reduc'd to 
Pl common Duſt !- But eſpecially, how many 
5 Souls are ſuddenly ſnatch'd into Eternity, here 
and there a Life extinguiſh'd from one and 

another Quarter of the City ! Others wound- 

ed and diſabled, ſo as to be like to carry about 

| with them all their Days the ſad Memorials 
WW: d of this Deſtruction. Many of us have had our 
„ near Relations, our dear Friends and intimate 
Acquaintance, or our Correſpondents in Secu- 
| lar Buſineſs, among the Sufferers. Such as 
Y have gone up with us to the Houſe of GOD, or 
7% we have often convers'd with in the pub- 
lick Places of Reſort, are either now no more 
in our World, or made Objects of Compaſſion 
_ to their Friends, At leaſt, we had all our 
1 Share in the Terror of that Melancholy Night. 
. If we were near, we ſaw the raging Element 
preying upon all in its Way, ſome of us the 

while in continual Fear when our own Dwel- 

lings ſhould be laid in Aſhes after the Pattern 


tb bes th "a... os. _—_ A422 en . r oc Dok add inf .Dc.o ic. 


of 


F late Dreadful Fire. 


* i I * 


Tf our Neighbours. Others, at a greater Di- 
ſtance, with Conſternation ſaw the rapid Fli 
f ſo many Flakes of Fire hurry'd on with 
Leere thro” the Air, and threatning a new 
gration in many Quarters at once, 


where- ever they ſhould meet with combuſti- 


ble Materials. And even thoſe in the remoteſt 
arts could not miſs the diſmal Signal of a 


ruddy Sky, raiſing Apprehenſions at firſt of 


Danger at their own Doors; and afterwards 


Sen them Notice, that the Flames were pro- 


eding in their Ravages, and ſtill making 


nearer Approaches towards them. Few of us, 
I believe, at the Time, had fo little Humani- 
ty, or even Confidente of our own Safety, 
as to think ourſelves unconcern'd Spectators. 


May the Impreſſion ſtill remain, as a Foun- 
dation for all the pious Reflections: it ſnhouſd 
produce, and the good Improvement to b 


made of it. Therefore 


2. LET us obſerve and adore G o Þ's Name 


in this Event. Tho' it might be owing at firſt 
(as Deſolations of this Nature generally are) 
to the Negligence, rather than the Deſign, of 
thoſe where it began; yet certainly we are 
oblig'd to conſider a higher Hand in the Mat- 
tter. There are innumerable Inſtances every 
Day in this Great City of a want of due Care, 


dangerous Experiments made, Remiſneſs in 
and Fire under the Ma- 


unthinking Servants | 
nagement of thoſe that are unable to manage 
themſelves: And yet, Thanks be to Gop, He 


does not make Uſe of this every Day to lay us 


waſte. But whenever ic takes Effect, we are 
to conſider it as coming on His Errand, and 


then it accompliſhes Thar for which He ſends 


0 | it 


* 
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it. We are to look upon it as a Deſignation 
of Providence, that it might have the louder 
Voice to all the City, that it broke out in one 
ofthe richeſt and the beſt-ſtor'd Corners,where 
the Damage. would be greateft, and of the 
largeſt extent. | pg Hons 


Ox Circumſtance, which principally con- 
tributed to the Progreſs and irreſiſtible Force 
of the Flames, was more immediately the 
Hand of God ; I mean, the Diſpoſition and 
Violence of the Wind. In the Beginning 
the laſt Reign, that Element was commilſit- 
on'd to ſpread a Deſolation prodigiouſly 2404 
er, not only thro this City, but over Land 
and Water, thro' the greateſt Part of the 


Kingdom: And had the other Element only for 


its Attendant in terrifyingFlaſhes of Lightning. 
New an occaſional Fire begins the Stroke, 
and the Wind is employ'd to ſecond and add 
Strength to that. "Tis remarkable that it ſhould 
blow from a Corner where it muſt have the 
greater Force from the open Surface of the 
Water, and drive the Flames moſt directly up- 
en Land, and that Part of the City where the 


_ greateſt Treaſures were lodg'd. That juſt 


when the Fire broke out, it ſhould riſe to an 


uncommon Violence, different from what had 


been felt for ſome Months paſt, and continue 


ſo long to baffle all the Endeavours us'd to 
- quench it. Theſe Circumſtances are by no 


means to be eſteem d meer Chances, but the 
Regulations of Divine Providence. There is 
nothing more entirely out of the Diſpoſal of 
Mankind than the Wind; for any thing they 
can do, I bloweth where it lifeth. Nor is any 


1 Thing more directly aſſign d to Providence in 


Scripture, 


SM ak. 4a — ES ts BE a. 


r 


or ſends them out, at Pleaſure. They are 


ready to ſeize a Street * of the moſt combuſ- 


* 
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Scripture. God is elegantly ſaid, to gather the 


Winds in bis Fiffs ; as One that holds chem in, p. nw: 


—_—— 


under his Directon where to go, and what to 

do. Stormy Winds fulfil bis Word. And with Pſcatyili 
the ſame Eaſe that He raiſes them, He ſtops s 

them again in the midſt of their impetuous 
Courſe, He makes the Storm & Calm, ſo that pl. cvii. 
the Waves of the Sea are ſtill. Suddenly makes 29. 
the Air ſerene and quiet after the moſt vio- 

lent Agitation. "Ai * 


W Ar a lively Diſplay does this give us 
of the mighty, the uncontroulable Power of 
the Great GOD! who has all the Powers of 
Nature, as well as of Reaſonable Creatures, 
under his Direction; and can make a Way ei- 
ther to his Anger, or to his Mercy, by thoſe 
Inſtruments, which will obey no other Orders. 
Who knows the Power of his Anger ? even actord- PC. xc. 11! 
ing to his Fear, ſo is bis Wrath. | n N 


Ax p yet at the ſame Time, his Name as 
the LORD Merciful and Gracious, ſhines bright- 
Y too. He has not made a thorough End: 
But when He had taught us by the irreſiſtible 
Succeſs of the Flames for many Hours, that our 
whole City lay entirely at Mercy ; in meaſure be 
debated with it, ſtayd his rough Wind in the IG, xxvit 
Day of the Eaſt-wind, And (Which is a Cir-. 
cumftance very fit to make his Mercy the 
more affecting) He laid the furious T empeſt, 
juſt when the Fire had advanc'd fo far as to be 


C2 tible 
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i Materials,and from whence it might juftly 
b expected that the Ruin would 
Eh read into the Heart of the City, 
i ge of — v ile e 1 is = 
Hoſsi. actly like that to Epbraim, How ive thee 
* ly ones He'w lh I deliver 18 Iſrael? 
(ball. 1 make 225 as Admah? How [ball 1 
. as * r. Heart is _ Fn! 

in me are kindled together. Ma 
* Perlo Nn oe ſtill more EE 
ing Mercy to celebrate in this Affair; theit 


Habitations are preſerv d, when thoſe around 


em were laid in Aſhes; their Lives given 
them for a Prey, When thoſe within a few 
| Steps of them periſhd in the Ruins. Is one 
taten, and another 1775 And ſhall the Survivor 
855 ar forge e e of 


33: Ler me call you All 10 ber the Rod, 

n Sk who Has appointed it. Since by 

this Providence the Temporal Concernments 

of many have receiv d ſo much Prejudice, let 

us endeavour to bring e Meat out of the Eater, 

and to have this fore Calamity made to work 

ether to, our Spiritual and Eternal Good. 

Thi Exhortation 15 be branch d into three 
articulars. | 


Reprove: us for by this Stroke, and amend 
them, The Gop who does not willingly alis 
the Children of «Men, declares by this, that He 
has a Controvesſy wich us. We are call d 
therefore to conſider our Ways. And Sin in ge- 
neral, whatever Conſcience reproves us for, 
may have had a Hand in the Provocation, and 

there- 
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ere fore ſhould be repented of. But if any 
ins ſhould ſeem, eſpecially pointed at in the 
ature or Circumſtances of the Puniſhment, 
Gon expects 4 particular Senſe of thoſe, and 


ury and Senſuality, when ſo much 
of that which uſes to minilker to thoſe Luſts 


is conſumd ? Has not the Security and Stu- 


pidity of moſt under the gentler Voice of 


God's Word, made fo ſtartling 4 Deſolation 


neceſſary to awaken them ? It may be you 
have too much Prided yourſelves in your no- 


ble Trading River ; like Tyrus, bad your Heart Ezek. 
lifted up, and ſaid, I fit in the midſt of the Seas: **Viii. 2, 
and with my Underſtanding 1 


With my Wiſdom 
have gotten me Niicber, and Gold and Silver in- 
to my Treaſures. And that therefore Go has 


choſen to humble you this way; and to make 


that River itſelf, by which you are the Mart 
of many Nations, an Occaſion of devouring 
faſter ſo much of your Treaſure. If Gop's 
Controverſy be for theſe, or any other Ini- 
quits it will be our Wiſdom to accompliſh 
A diligent Search to find them out: Other- 
day they are like to find us out in new Re- 
7 es. 0 "7 


2. Let us lay to Heart and keep freſh in 
our Remembrance, che Inſtructise Laos . 


1 


* . — _—— 
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6, 7. 


which are obvious in this Event. The more 

plain they are, and the more confirm d by 

our Experience in other Caſes; ſo much the 

more faulty muſt it be to ovexlook them, or 

2 to act under the continual Influence of 
em. 


Sex here (and never forget it) your abſo- 
lute Dependance upon God. That there is 
Nothing 4 can call your own in Oppo- 
ſition to His Claim, or farther than He gives 
and continues it. How eafily could He have 
blaſted your Endeavours in Trade and Buſineſs 
and kept you Poor, tho you roſe up early, an 
ſat up late, and eat the Bread of Carefulmeſs 
This you ſee is the Cafe of many of your 
Neighbours, who ſet out with as great Ad- 
vantages and purſu'd them with as much Ap- 
plication as any of you, If your Riches have 
increas d above others, always remember that 
you owe it more to the Bleſng of the LORD, than 
the Hand of the Diligent. And when you have 
gain d them, you are ſtill as Dependent upon 
God as ever. Tho there is a ſtrange Proneſs 


in Human Nature to forges GOD when a Man 


Fal. xxx. has much in Poſſeſſion ; to ſay in Proſperity 
his E- 


I ſhall not be moved: Yet learn from t 
vent to correct that vain Confidence, and with 
the firmeſt Perſuaſion to confels, LORD, by 
thy Favour thou baſk made my Mountain to ſtand 
frong : thou didſt hide thy Face, and I was trou- 
led. You take all the prudent Precautions 
you can for your Security, and with a great 
deal of Reaſon. But no Bulwarks can be raiſ- 


ed againſt Divine Aſſaults. That Truth is 

- written upon this Deſolation, as with the point 
Pſcxxvii, Of a Diamond, Except rhe LORD watch the City, 
I, a in 


* f the late Dreadful Fire. 


in vain does the Watch-man watch. You have 
ſuch Proviſions here to prevent the Progreſs of 
a Fire, as are ſcarce in any Part of the King- 
dom - beſides; The Seat of it was near the 
Water. But what could ſtand before the pow - 
erful Voice of God inthe ſtormy Wind! How 
did that baffle all Oppoſition, till He miti- 
gated His own Hand! 


LEARN hence the Uncertainty of Time 
to come, What a ſurprizing Change was 
made in the Circumſtances of many Perſons 
and Families in a very ſhort Time! Many 
hurried into Eternity, without room for a ſingle 
Thought : Others left without a Place to lay 
their Head, who but a little before had plen- 
tiful Accommodations for themſelves and their 
Friends; and ſtrip'd of that in an Inſtant, 
which they had been many Years in gathering. 
Boaſt not thy ſelf then of to Morrow ; for thou Prov. 
knoweſt not what a Day (what an Hour) may xxvii. r. 
bring forth. You have no certain Tenure ei- 
ther for your Life, or your Subſtance for an 
Hour to come. Go to now, ye that ſay, To Day Jam. iv. 
or to morrow we will go into ſuch a City, and con- 13, 14415- 
tinue there a Tear, and buy and ſell, and get 
gain : Whereas ye know not what ſhall be on 
the Morrow ; for what is your Life? It is even @ 
Vapour that appeareth for a little Time, and then 
vaniſheth away. For that ye ought to ſay, If the 
LORD will, we ſhall live, and do this or that. 


SE E here (and firmly believe) the Vani 
of earthly Treaſures. Are theſe Things fit to be 
made our Portion, which may ſo ſoon become 
our Grief? Things which Moth and Ruſt may Matt. vi. 
corrupt, where Thief may break tbro and ſteal, 1g. 
| 88 Or 
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Luk. xii. 
19, 20. 


* 


or Fire ſoon approach to devour? You lay u 
this for your Support in old-Age ; you of 
and labour now, in hopes of more Eaſe then. 
Bur your Strength may be cut off in the midft of 
your Way, or the Fruit of all your Labours fail 
you by a ſudden Sweep of Providence, How 
much fitter is that to be made our Portion, 
which will ſtand us in ſtead in both Worlds, in 
all Ages of Life, in every Condition and Cir- 
cumftance ; and which we cannot be ſeparated 
from by Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, 0: 
Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or Sword Boll 
thou ſay, Soul, thou haft much Goods laid up for 
many Years ; take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be 
merry? Thou Fool, hear what Gop may ſay, 
and tells thee by this Providence He can cok 
make good, This Night thy Saul ſhall be required 
of thee, or thy Goods ſhall be taken from thee ; 
and then, What is become of thy Portion? 


To add no more, Learn from this Rod of 
Correction the Danger of new Rebukes after 
the moſt Signal Mercies. We have been ſur- 

riz'd with the peaceable Eſtabliſhment of our 
Reli gionkndLiberties contrary to our ownFears, 
and the Hopes of our Enemies. It may be we 
have been too ready on this Foundation to con- 
clude that we had no more to fear ; that we 
were the Darlings of Providence, the Bizterne/s 
of Death was paſt, and a God ſo favourably dil- 


pos'd towards us, would never forſake us or turn 


to be our Enemy. Poſſibly upon this Inſtance 


of Sovereign Mercy, we are become leſs ſalli- 
citous to keep upon good Terms with GO p, 
than we were in the Apprehenſion of Danger 
to all that was dear to us, and have pręſum d 
upon the Continuanee of Divine Favour: with- 

our 
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out any more ado. If this has been our Caſe, 

we may ſee here a my Confutation of our vain 
Confidence, , that the Clouds may. return after 

the Rain, and our Iniquities till ſeparate between Ii. Iix. 2. 
us and our GOD, and our Sins hide bis Face from 

ut That He is not ſo attach'd to the Intereſts 

of any. People, as to forbear new Tokens of 
his Diſpleaſure, if they deſpiſe his Goodneſs, 


and turn again to Folly, The People of Iſrael. 
remain a ſtanding Example for the Admoniti- 


on of all Ages. In their early Days, GOD 
delivered them for bis Name's Sake : But when 
oy forget bis Works, envy'd their Deliverers, 
hy'd not up to the Deſign of Go D's Bene- 
fits; He ſoon viſited them with a new Scourge, 
and made them ſenſible they were ſtill a Peo- 
ple upon Behaviour. This was the Method of 
Providence wich them, as long as -they con- 
tinu'd a People. You have the Sum of 
their Hiſtory to this purpoſe, in Pſal. cvi. 
where Repentance and Deliverance, - Revolts 
and new Judgments, appear in a confinu'd. 
Succeflion, | 
Sue Thoughts as theſe, thoroughly inlaid - 
in our Minds, will make the ſharpeſt Rod an 
Advantage, and evidence that our Ear is open 
to Diſcipline. 3 | 
3. LE us engage in the Practice of thoſe 


Duties which ſuch a Providence calls us to. c 


W x ſhould all be excited by it, to ſeek ft 
the Kingdom of GOD, and his Righteouſneſs. Matt. vi. 
Then we ſhall have ſomething ſure in the In- 33. 
ſtability of our outward Comforts : At pre- 
ſent that Peace within, which as the World 
cannot give, ſo ir cannot take away : And a 
Treaſure laid up in Heaven, which Moth and ver. 20. 
Ni cannot corrupt, 5 Thief cannot "_ 
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tbro and fteal, or devouring Flames approach. 
If Go p aud Chriſt. and Ae AT ms 
the Subſtance of our Happineſs will remain 
untouch'd by thoſe Difaſters which” affect our 
Secular Affairs moſt deeply. Our Bodies are 
Houſes of Clay, whoſe Foundation is in the Duſt. 
The Places of our Sojourning are of fading 
Materials, they may foon be laid in Aſhes, or 
we turn d out of Poſſeſſion: How much are 
we concern'd then to make Provifion, that 
we fail, we may be rectiv'd into everlaſting Hali- 
tations. Labour not ſo much for the meat which pe- 
riſheth, as fer that which endures to everlaſting Life. 
Amidft your eager Purſuits afrer Things which 
you may never obtain with all your Pains, or 


may loſe in a Moment, or have imbitter'd to 


by aThoufand Occurrences, forget not the 


One thing needful, the One Thing durable and 


certain: But above all your Gertings get Under- 
ſtanding. © | 
Lrve in the Expectation of Changes. No- 


thing endangers our Innocence or the Peace of 


Am. vi. 3. 


Phil. iv. 


F2, 


Mat xxiv. 


44. 
. 


our Minds in any Alteration of our Condirion 
ſo much as the Surprize of it. Our Hearts are 
overwhelm'd with Sorrow, and our Paſſions apt 
to break out with great unrulineſs upon ſhock- 
ing Events, when we have liv'd without Ap- 
prehenſions of any ſuch thing, and quite put tbe 
evil day far from us. If we would accuſtom our 
ſelves while we are in the Poſſeſſion of our Com- 
forts, to confider that they are all fading and 
precarious; and would learn to be abas'd while we 
are in Proſperity 3 This would break the Force 
of the Temptation when it comes, and furniſh 
us with an habitual Preparation for all Events. 
Be always ready for your great Change. 


This is the Language of CHRIST in — 


SSD COU EC CDP AONRGn nc Hh. ec HwO©.s 


* 


and of this Providence in particular, where ſo 
y without previous Warning paſs from 
ime to Eternity. By this I mean not only a 
— Concern that our State be good ; but 
equent actual Thoughts of Death approach- 
ing, and ſuch a Uniform Courſe of Faith and 
holy Obedience maintain d, as that we way not 
be aſham'd at our LoxD's Coming. That we be 
not only Virgins who have Oyl in their Lamps, 
but that our Lamps ſhine and our Loins are girt, as 
t boſe that look for the Bridegroom. That even ſud. 
den Death may not be a Surprize to us. 2 
B E perſuaded to do all the Good you c. ? 
while you are in a Capacity for it. Defer not 
2 many do) the preſent uſe of your TalentF 
or the Service of God and your Generation, 
on a Deſign of ſome Benefactions when you 


come to die. *'Tis beſt to honour God with your Eccleſ. ili. 


Subſtance, and to do good in your Life: And that 

for this Reaſon among others, becauſe other- 

wile you know not whether you ſhall be able 

to do it at all. How many, that have ſatisfy d 
themſelves, and quieted their Conſgiences in 

the preſent omiſſion of their Duty by Promiſes 

of future Uſefulneſs, have found themſelves 
diſappointed. Since they would not be rich 

towards God, nor allow the World to be the 

better for them while they were intruſted 

with much; Go o has righteouſly taken it a- 

way from them, and reduc'd em to need o- 

thers good Offices. Therefore whatewer your 

Hands find to do, do it with your Might. De- Chap. ix. 
vote not all you have to ſenſual Gratificati- ** 

ons, nor be content to live to yourſelves now ; 

but lay up in Store a good Security for the Time to 1 Tim, yi, 
come With your wncertain Riches ; as not know. 19. 

ing whether Gop will give you leave to ho- 
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nour him, or be Benefactors to the World with 
them, unleſs you diſcharge your Truſt now. 
Solomon's Counſel is loudly proclaim'd by this 
Providence ; Withbold not good from them to 
whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine 
Hand to do it : Say not to thy Neighbour, Go and 
come again, and to ' Morrowd will give, when 
thou haſt it by thee. | 


pal ire, . Rejo3ce with Trembling in your preſent Mer- 


1 Cor. vii. 
29,3031. 


cies, Whether private or publick. Remember 
the Character of the World you ſojourn in, 
and carry towards it's Enjoyments accordingly. 
It remaineth, that they that have Wives, be astho 
h ba none; and they that weep as tho they 
ept not; and they that rejoyce as tho they rejeyc d 
not; and they that buy as tho they poſſeſſed not; 
and they that uſe this World as not abuſing it: For 


the Faſhion of this World paſſeth 22 * — in 
uc 


the Bleſſings of a publick Nature, Events 
as theſe are fit to qualify and regulate our Joy. 
We are call'd by the kind Providence of Gon, 
and by Publick Authority in this enſuing Week 
to rejoyce in the gladneſs of our Nation for one of 
the greateſt Bleſſings that Gop has ever fa- 
vour'd it with, that the Proteſtant Succeſſion has 
happily taken Effect, and a Popiſh Pretender 
has not been able to lay that Yoke upon us 
which neither We nor our Fathers were able 
to bear. That Man would be altogether 
unworthy of ſuch a Deliverance as this, 
and ſhew himſelf of a baſe and narrow Spirit, 
Vngrateful to Go b, and Diſaffected to his 
Countrey, that has no Reliſn for ſo extenſive a 
Benefit, becauſe this more private Calamity 
has fallen out lately; even tho' he ſhould 
himſelf have been a Conſiderable Sufferer in it. 
The Mercy and the Chaſtiſement bear no pro- 
A 6 4 1 * 0 . rtion 
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Bop in it more particularly to two Sorts. 


„ef the late Dreadful Fire. 


29 


— — — 
portion to one another. On the one Hand all 


that's dear to us is concern d: Religion and 
Liberty 

involv'd in one General Ruin, if a Popiſh Suc- 
ceſſor had been let in upon us, devoted to the 
Intereſts of Rowe, and fully inſtructed 
in all the Meaſures of Arbitrary Po- 
wer. The Flames of Smith-field, or a whole 
City in Flames is what Experience has taught 
us we might juſtly expect from that Religion 
in Power. But here we have fallen into the 


Hands of a Merciful Go p, and not into the 


Hands of Men, whoſe Tender-mercies are cruel, 
He has brought us under a mild Inſtance of his 
own Diſcipline, and is ſecuring us at the ſame 
Time from the Efforts of thoſe that deſire our 
entire Ruin. And yet this Incident of Provi- 
dence may be inſtructive to us even in our 
publick Joy. To guard us againſt ſuch Ex- 
preſſions of it as would be new Provocations 


to Go p, in criminal Senſuality inſtead of Re- 


ligious Thankfulneſs. To prevent us from 
terminating our Joy meerly in the agreeable 
Aſpect of our Affairs, and engage us princi- 
oy to Glory in that Divine Favour which 

as wrought Salvation for us. And to intermix 
an awful Fear of the Great Go p with all our 
Satisfaction; leſt weſhould relapſe into the ſame 
Sins which occaſion d our former Dangers; 


forget Gos Works, or forfeic his Protection, 


or interrupt the happy Fruits which he ſeems 
to promiſe us in ſuch Beginnings of Soveraign 
Mercy. | | 

Su cx Duties as theſe the Voice of Gop in 
this Calamiry ſpeaks to us all in Common. 
I ſhall cloſe all with ſuggeſting the Call of 


1. To 


Trade and Property muſt have been 
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A'SERMON on occaſion _ 


Job xlii. 
12. 


PC. xxxix. 
9. 


Job i. 21. 


— — — x; — — 
1. To thoſe that have had an immediate 
Share in it. As they are peculiarly concern d 
in all the good Uſe fit to be made of it; ſo the 
preſent Duty they are eminently call d to is, 
Submiſſion to the Divine Correction. e 
the Rod, to this purpoſe, and who has appointed it. 
If the Rod itſelf, for the preſent is not Fojous but 
Grievous ; yet remember in whoſe Had ie is. 
The Gop who has a Right to do what He 
will with His own Creatures, whoſe Infinite 
Wiſdom knows better what is goed for Man in 
this Life, than he does himſelf : Who is Righte- 
ous in all His Ways, and Holy in all His VVorks. 
Who has adjuſted every Circumſtance, and has 
becoming Ends init. Who can Support you 
under it ; and if you behave as you ought, 
can yet Bleſs your Latter End (as he did Fob's) 
more than your Begirming. Let this Thought 
therefore work you up to David's Temper, I 
was dumb, and opened not my Mouth, becauſe thou 
didſt it: Or Job's, The LORD gave, and the 
LORD hath taken away ; . bleſſed be the Name of 
the LORD. You ſhould indeed be Solicitous to 
diſcern wherefore He contends wich you : You 
eſpecially ſhould not recain any SinHe declares 
againſt, But if upon Enquiry, you can en- 
tertain Hopes that you make a common Pra- 
Rice of no Evil Way, and deſire to Repent of 
every known Offence ; yet countenance no 
hard Thought of Divine Providence, but a- 


dore the Sovereignty of it. and bow down be- 
fore the Loxp your Maker. Fix your Truſt 


and Confidence in that Divine Power and 
Goodneſs hitherto, ſpar d your Lives, when he 
has conſum'd your Subſtance, or preſerv'd to 
you a good Part of That, when He might 
have ftrip'd you of the Whole, 2 6 2 
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of the late Dreadful Fire. 31 
70 2. To ſuch as have been exempted from tuñe 
'd immediate Influence of this Stroke. * 
he Bes tDpS the Uſe you are concern'd to 


is, make of ſuch a Providence in your Neighbour- 
ye hood, in which I have been endeavouring 
it. your Aſſiſtance; and that Thankfulneſs to 
u Gon for which Deliverance from fo threatning 


is. a Danger loudly calls; there is one Duty 

He which the Sufferings of your Fellow-Citizens, 0 
ite and your own Safety laid together make pecu- 

in I yours. And that is to compaſſionate the 

te- ers with that Tenderneſs which Huma- 

ks. nity- and Chriſtianity call for. | 

as Inox none of you will indulge a Cenſori- 

ou ous Temper upon this Occaſion, as if it muſt 

it, be necef{arily true that they were greater Sin- 

's) ners than their Neighbours, becauſe they were 


he the particular Sufferers. If a Man be .ſtruck 
I dead in an Act of notorious Sin, or when there 
0 is a plain diſtiaction of Crimes to be obſerv'd 
the in thoſe that fall under the Hand of Gop from 
of the Character ofthoſe that eſcape it; without 
to doubt this may be modeſtly obſerv'd by a pious 
Mind; for GOD 35s ſometimes known by the PL. ix. 16. 
res Fullgments which He executes. But the greateſt 


n- Caution ought to be us d in this matter, leſt 1 
ra- we offend againſt Charity, and boldly intrude 7 
of into the Divine Secrets. Nothing but plain "A 


na and notorious Evidence will juſtify us in fuch 
As Reflections. Generally no Mag knoweth Love 


e- and Hatred by theſe things. But there is one E-.Eccl. ix. 

uſt vent to the Righteous and the VVicked. Our 1, 2. 

nd Lok carefully repreſſes this barbarous Diſpo- Luke xiii. 

he ſition of Judging Men's State and Character 4, 5. 

to by their out ward Circumſtances. 

zht Tx1s ought not ſo to be, my Brethren ; but ; 
tis your Duty to pity them, as thoſe whom the 1 
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* c Hand of GOD bat touched. N to pray 
3 for them; to do all Offices off Humanity 
. towards them; by no means to bear hard 
7 on any whoſe Circumſtances by this Event: 
may not allow them to anſwer, or not ſo en- 


tirely, or ſpeedily, their Engagements to you 


To uſe Severity or Roughneſs with honeſt 


Men on ſuch an Occaſion, would be to fly in 
the Face of Providence. We ſhould all be 


ready to Relieve thoſe that are in Neceſſity, 


and that with a Liberal Hand according to our 


Ability. In a Word, we ſhould make their 


Caſe our own, put their Souls in our Souls 
ſtead ; and then govern ourſelves by that one 
Rule of our Saviour, which will engage us to 
all the Compaſſion and Kindneſs which they 
can reaſdnably wiſh for, or Gop expeRs at 
our Hands: All Things, whatſoever ye would- 
that Men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them; 


for this is tht Law and the Prophets, 


Ir Gop by his Grace enable us thus to at- 
tend to the Voice of his Rod, which he has us d 


in the midſt of all our Mercies, and to obey. 


the Call of it in general, and according to our 
particular Circumſtances; we may conſident- 
ly expect that Gop will ſoon make us to for- 
get our Sorrows by commanding Sal vation for 
our City inſtead of VValls and Bullwars: That 
our waſt-places ſhall babuilt ; He will raiſe wp tbe 
Foundations of many Generations: be call d, The: 
Repairer of be Breceh, the Reſtorer of Pathj to 


Aeli in; And that Glory fball ill duell In eur 
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